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Psalms 1 and 2 were ¢t as s meniioned
: LYa A Vas oy a ~ £ N3N T (na) oy den \ _A,H 116 vk e 4 l\ Aboy 10,060
in the Talmud and in seme New Teswarasn 1- “ .,C!.‘.i W \ACLS LoJ00 ==
o By 4 crints sa y the FEES wi &5 it FR) N d
‘ J

'
e

nsalm' -~ though the quote 1. from
COx u;:wg, to the p;-incu Hebrew Bible).

3
- A
bitcrn Jasracen e ) | wetitiidad
Zsalmes :)--).l.), S00 \'J ! "Z‘LC‘_‘.}?E. zy consriwuied a
~
-

many marus A-L JD e

e 7 ~
...CA -11 J.A.S.l [SAN

in the Hebrew, 45 it dees in the LXK, Such 1
reason Wiy one lemudlc writer gquotes the present

»

s PAC L
o - e s 3 nn g S . Myt )
ma g the verse to Pealm 18 (Ber. £:3, Sa, a'an 2:2,
PR 5 T 1y o K s Y R o) '
-~ apparently it was Psalm 18 in his book of psalms!

% AR | e SR » 4 [ &
Other docemented sxaxn ms are 42-43, 53-54,
o A 4 o “ R o =
10-71, 88-04, $4-95, 117, 117-118:4. In
~ o 3~ “
some manuscripts 1

T Y OV > Y - NS g R SIS S, O 1 SRR R S T - - \

\ S HSE lJ..Vib ON: Verse division of the psalms was done quite early.

d & 2 4. . i3 P v " e

The western masorah's note (theze were scribal notes made to ensure

i oL
accuracy in me transmiseion of the te:r:t) at the end OL the book specifies
2, 527. T;;e castern masorah details three fewer -~ :)24 - que ?:o the
combinz on of two verses into one in 2“:5«6 ]
S-38, and the division into two of Psalm 90:1.
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OK DIVISION: Psalms is divided into five books, each ending
milarly in praise to God.

BOOK I, Ps. 1

]
>3
i
1SN
P
'}._

e .om} Cod of Israel,

41:14 ~~ Biessed is
it y nity. Amen an

Brom etern
Amen,

BOOK II, Ps. 42-72: 72:18~20 -- Blessed
H h

L
of Israei, Who alone does wondrous taings;
Blessed be E ! r ex
And let His glory fill the whole world.
Amen and Amen. Xnd of the prayers of
David son of Jesse.

, i,.
®
U
o
O
feated
i
=0
f o
12l
12
y)
s
>
(]

BOOX I, Ps. 73-89: 89:53 -~ Blessed be the Lord to eternity
Amen and Amen.

BOOK IV, Ps. 90-106: 106:48 -- Tfﬂ“"ed

ssed is the Lord God of Israel,
From ¢ 1-4 ity to eternity,

A
And let all th? people say
: At & DR PO |
. Amen, Hallelujah.

BCOK V, Ps. 107-150: There is no "closing for mu:a." to Book V.
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;'.; was a skiliful player on the

Q n muse (1»1,:. Ivlu;,au k% .’;JI:LD (.{\;lJ f}r' {;:C"

29: 28-30), a commouser of dirges (I

as the "sweet singer of Israel" (II Sam.

for the os 'M:nz-,mon £ the guilds cf Ten

public worship in the first temple (Neh.

7, 41-42; 28:4, 5; Il Chron, 7:8; 8:14; 23:

TYPES OF PSALMS: Any general classification of psalms will never
be entirely precise. But certain categories can be atiempted.

A. The Hymn -- celebrates the majesty, greatness, and providence

of God.

. Eixamples: Ps. &, 199.,
113, 114, 117, 1 5, an

Q.
=L
™

"i
).;\
(@230 v ]
o
.

2. A special category of these exiol God's royal roi
in the universe: Ps. 47, 93, 96-89.

3. Another group -- 'Zmn seongs'" -- glorify God's
C

ity and His holy mount: Ps. 46, 48, 76, 84, 87, 12z.

4. Two pzalms especially acclaim God's law: Ps. 18b, 1

B. About one-third of the psalms are "laments" -- appeals to
God for helpy -~ eliher on a nationai or-personal lcve‘

2. Persomal: Ps. 3,5,8,7,9-10, 13, 17, 22, 25-28, 31,
35, 36, 38, 39, 41, 49-43, 51, 52, 54-57, 59, 61, 63, 64,69
71,77, 86, 88, 102, 120, 123, 130, 140-143).

3. Some of these psalms are distinguished by the
expression of absolute a'ﬂ h that the prayers will be
1eard. Collectively: .46, 125, 1329,

Tt

4. Persomaily: Ps. 4, 11, 16, 23, 27, 62,91, 121.
C. Thanksgiving Psaims,

1. National or community: Ps. 66, 67, 118, 138.



1 ' 4 b ‘\. Timen 3
2. Persomal; 9-10, 18, 30, 34, 41, 111, 138, (Psalm
107, 144 scem to be uow.)

3. Some of 'thes 5
which has eive
5

¥ 2 |
(i UJ’, O.L,

36, 94, 102, 130

~

D. Royal Psa}.ms -- center on the "anointed one' of God: 2, 18,
20, 21, 45, 72, 89, 110, 132, 144.

E. Pedagogical

ot

. Reflective or sententious: 1, 34, 36, 37, 49, 73; 78,
112, 127,128, 133,

2. Conduct pleasing to God: Ps. 15, 24, 32, 40, 50.
3. Historical: 78, 81, 105, 106, 114.
Noetice that these general categories of psalms s pan all five "books™ of

t
psalms. To say, "This particular bom: of Psalms talks about this
or that" is to mx&:“ the point. Each individual psalm is important in

its living context of you and your life today. Psalm 51 is not pmmamly
important uamusc David prayed it when he sinned against God in the
incident with Urizh and Rall s weba. It is inste ad important to you and
e as an x*'*molc of right atiitude and heartfelt repentence! And how
much less iraportant is a vague generalization -- not just about a
single psalm -~ but an entire book of psalms.” To assign 2 section

of psalms to a far-off, long-ago hisforical context is to dismiss their
relevancy and real iraportance. Categorizi ng a boox of psalms that
way is like s:ay”ng, "The book of I Cormmmnv 8 in the Bible because
it describes the sins of a Christian congregation in a ureek city in
te first ceniury A.D." First-century Greek cities are just not the

point of the book.

SUPERSCRIPTIONS AND TECENICAL TERMS: Cniy 24 psalms have no
headings at all: Ps. 1, 2 33, 43, 7L, 93-97, 99, 104, 105, 107,
114- 1.&9 136, 1‘7. -

?
Lavid. ueventr/—mreb ps ims are con c ted with the name David:
Eook I, 37 (3 ~9, 11-32, 34-41). Bock Ii, 18 (51-65, 68-70). Book 1T,
one (86). Book IV two (101, 103). Boo:c V, 15 (108-110, 122, 124,
131, 1383, 138-1%;. : '

5

-



It should be X}Oibd that 96, 108

and 107 are connected with David
in I Chronicles 16, vet i‘he*‘ do not rave sup

er cmm. ns m u.e Iicu CVJ

=

v 3 pe £
cLe

text. Mauy of HW psalms are co Vi
David: Ps. 3 with II Sam. 15-19; 7 (?2IiSam. ! 0.21), 18 (II Sam. 22‘);
34 (“ Sam. al 14); 51 (II Sam. 11 52 (I Sam. 22:9); 54 (I Sam. 23:
195 26:1); 56 (21 Sam. 21:11; 27:2); 57 (I Sam. 22:1; 24:3); 59 (I Sam.
ltf.l,‘i); 60 (I{ Sam. 8:13; I Chron, 18:1-12); 63 (I Sam. 23:14; 24:1
26:2), 146 (I Sam. 22:1; 24:3).

Korahites. The Korahites are first recorded as participating in
the public worship of the Temple in Jehosha phat's ti (O Chron. 20:

18). There are eleven Korahite psaims (42, 44- -83, 87-88).

(]

(0]
blh

;-h. Qo
}O

e s)

bh ()

Heman, Ethan. Heman and Ethan are assigned one psalm each (Ps.
88, ”“) Both have the title "Ezrahite."” Both were leaders of the
Temple musicians under David (I Chron. 2:6; 6:18), and were famous
for their wisdom (I Kings 5:11). :

/

Solomon. Psaim T2 is a psalm le-Solomon. This may refer to the
content rather than the authorship. Psalm 127 is also connected with
Solomon.

Moses. Moses is nmientioned as !he author of P salm 0. Notice the
similority of Verse 1 and Deut. 33:27, Verse-10 and Ex. 7:7, Verse
i3 and Exodus 32:12.

Jeduthun. Psalms 39, 82, and 77 are r'rmed to Jeduthun, who was

a2 levitical singer in L‘avxd"‘ time (I Lhron 16:38, 41, 42; 25:1, .3, 6;
It Chron. 5:12).

O

’mer nzmes: The LEX adds "Zechariah' in Psalm 137 and "Haggai

and Zechariah' in Psalm 146, 147:1, 147:12, and 148.

Liturgical Titles: Psalm 30 mentions the "dedication of the Teraple."
Psaim 100 implies a connection with the thank (todah) offering. Psalm
92 indicates a Sabbath song. f

TECHENICAL TERMS: Many of these superscriptions are obscure.

They were apparently térms used proiessionally by the guilds of singers
and musicians, i :
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rafers to music connected with worshio., The word
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VWILLL ONe & o J-.'.'._‘;.A.; Lb 1).’1 6" »«/CLYS e
o £ Ty 1 1 - NI . &~ er e d 3 e e
1 of David, cuc. Mizmor was trangiated psalmos in
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La-Menrezze'ah, This term occurs in the heading of 55 psalms, and
in Hakbakkuk 3:19. The verb is used in the sense of overseeing labor
(Ezra 3:8, 9; I Chron. 23:4; I Chron, 2:1, 17; 34:13), so medieval
Jewish cow L(Jnt.umu tock i i
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. Ihs L¥X took it to mean "eternity. " The

Targam ur:d\,;stooa it to mean "praise. "
o

o
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o
NK)
:‘v’:
,
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,’_‘S"
1—-:.
1

. . : ree r, and may refer to '"secular” or
'religious" songs. The L:mcati&fn Msing yel" (shiru) is used only
with worship services. Shir-is used with mizmor five times, and
m2y thus indicate words set to a rhythm (Cf. "0 speak a song" Jud.

]

\s

S‘ ha-Ma'alot Apn SATE & alms (Ps. 120-134).
The LXX trans]ate it "songs of degrees' (compare I Kings 20:9-11 --
shadow move bacic ten "degrees'), "‘l‘iew" or "ascents' are
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shnah takes ma'alet to mean "steps"
with the 15 steps joining the court of the
womerz in i‘is Second Temple on which the

eremony of the "drawing of
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the headings, to 13 psalms (Ps. 32, 42, 44, 45, 52-55
39, 142). The LXX took it fo mean ”m.,ima,uua (3
& may refer to some special skill required in the manner
of musical performance.

9

Mithiam, Appenrs with David's name in six psalms (Ps. 16, 58-60).
The LXK rendered it stelographa. ~-- "an inscription on a slib." (Com-

rare mikhtav "writing™ in 182, $8:9 -- probably sare meaning

Telillzh., "Prayer' -- appears in Ps. 17, 88, 50, 1062, 142 (and Hab. 3).
Note Ps. 72:20 -- "the prayers (tefi 1ot; of David. " )
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Al Shoshannim, Al Shushan ‘aaut, etc. "On the lillies" (Ps. 45, 69).
TS T Py ., e e SREB 1]

'On e Uy of femxmozmwf" (Ps. 60).- "o tﬁlv lilies of testimony

% o Ry 5
(Ps. 80). They mayv be cus-words to the tune of the psa.im. Qr it

may refer to a six-stringed instrument shaped like the lily.

‘Al Tashhet. "Do not destroy" (Ps. 57-53. 7

Al ha-Gitit. In Pealms 8, 81, 84, Ancient versions usuaily con-
rect the term with the wine epress (gat), Perhaps the tune was once
sung by grapetreaders (see Jer. 25730). The Targum on the othe
hand indicates a musical instrument derived from the rmhotme city
of Gath.,

Al ha-Sheminit. Lit. "on the eir ghth, " May refer to an octive or to”
an eight-stringed instrument in Ps, 6, 12 I Chron. 15:21 "with lyres
on the sheminit" may be a quality of voi , perhaps z low bass.

Lehazkir. Used in I Chron. 16:4, suggesting a liturgical meani

in Ps, 38, 70 ’1‘1’.‘2,""‘3,},»,00 "o r*"h memorial' in Jewxsn ?ramlau ‘»

Used in connection with Ged's name (Ex. L’.G i21; Isa. 26:13; 48:1; 62:8

Amos 0:;6 Pg. 20:8), with sinfuiness (Gen. 41 1:9; N i b: ib 11{1 0°
17:18; & 21.28 29; 29:16) and with the mcal offering (Lg,v 22

[y

34:7; I*um. U, 26; 1sa. 66:3).

'Al Mahalat, In Ds, 53, 88. May be a cue-word o the song. Or may
indicate a2 wind instrument (I I-,.x;gs 1:40) or a choreographic direction
(Judg. 21:23). I could aiso be transinied "for sickness" (I Kings 8:37).

‘A1 A.‘aaz“ot . In Ps. 46. May refer to 2 musical instrument such a

a small flute or pipe, or express a qw;l ty of the voice -~ ™ 0"t'1ful"
(cf. almah, "a maiden"), perhaps high-pitched or soprano.

‘Al Mut 1a-Ben. In Ps. 9. "Male s0prano'’ -- or may be a cue word.,

£l ha-Nehilot. Ps. 5. A wind instrument, or a cus word.

‘Al 'Ayyelet ha-Shahar, Ps, 29. Pcrmp a4 cu¢ word to the tune --

7

that 0f 2 Weil-Known song "On the hind of the morn iing, "

'Al Yonat 'Elem Feh cgim. Ps. 56, As above "On the mu,hle 38 dove
Lr-o1i" or Ton the dove of the far-ofs terebinths." The LXX tdok
"dove' {o mea n Israel, and elem to mea n "gods™ or 'holy ones."

Shir Yedidot. "A love song" in Ps. 45, which celebrates a marriag

-
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neey & s §3 Ty an
o teach' Ps, 60,

"To affliict! Ps. 88. Could have a connection with Lev.
Or might be an nunswe form of 'anah. ("t chant' --

L.&:. 15:21; 32:18) -~ indicating some antiphonal arrangement in the
})“-l’fOl’xﬂa"lCC of the sczkb.

: vov Ps. 7, Habbakuk 3. On the basis of a similar Akhadian

A —

ey, "to hovu lament, " taken to mean a psalm of lamentation.

Tehillah. Psalm 145, (See NAME, above).

{ailelujah. Ps. 108, 111-113, 1385, 146-150. An invocation.

Rt T - —

TECHNICAL TERMS WITHIN THE PSALMS:

Seizh. 71 times in Psalms and 3 times in Habakkuk, Found only in
re middie or-end of a a verge, never in the beginning. There is no
ab* gement among ancient vcrsmvs of Jewish comurnentators as to its
meaning. The position of Selah in a psalm may not always have
been original, bui could be the work of a later scribe. The LXX
‘translates selah as diapsalma, but the meauning of the Greek is as
cbscure as the Hebrew. 'The usual rendermg "interiude" -- indicating
perhaps an instrumental interiude -- is not certain, The Farg,um
undersiand it as part of the text of the verse, meaning "always' o
““’o*‘ eternity. " The same intﬁ"nru&tlﬂ can be found in-the Talmud
Er. 54a), and the use of selah in the Hebrew prayer book. The
pumang of the Hebrew tem reilects this tradition,

-~

Ancther explauation counnects it with ¢ the Hebrew root sil, in the sense

U—-,
41

of raising up -- an instruction for the singers or musicians. Cthers
e even connected the term to sal ("basket") -- concluding that a
vasket-shaped drum was beaten at these points.

Higgayon. Ps. 9:14 and 92:4. 1t is vart of the text of Ps. 19:15

where if implies "uiterance" or "musings." Comes from the root

"to make 2 sound." May be a musical instruction for a glissando
or a fiourish. : ~



